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AFTER THE LATE SHOW

THE MOMENT: A magnified dot glows briefly on an RCA solid-state black-and-white television just after
the set is switched off. When the TV is on, electrons firing at its phosphor-coated screen cause the
screen to emit light, creating the image. Electromagnets guide the beam and direct it to scan repeatedly
across the screen. When the set is shut down, the electromagnets deactivate and the remnant beam
from the electron gun defaults momentarily to the center of the screen before dying out. The blue and
yellow colors here result from electrons exciting the two types of phosphor common in older TVs.

THE SHOT: Photograph by Kirk Crippens using a Canon EOS 1Ds Mark Iil camera with a 6smm macro/
magnification lens, ISO 100, /8.0, 4 seconds.



